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Emperor of the French. A strong protest was lodged at
Constantinople, and the Czar prepared to utilize the situa-
tion for the realization of long cherished hopes.
He was sanguine enough to suppose that he could carry
England with him in his schemes. He had visited England
NICHOLAS i AND in *%44 and had attempted to persuade the
ENGLAND         Government that the dissolution of the ' Sick
Man ' was imminent, and that Russia and England might
jointly provide for the partition of the inheritance. Early
in 1853 he pressed the same views upon Sir Hamilton
Seymour, the English ambassador at St. Petersburg.
England refused to regard the Turk as irremediably sick,
and resented the offer of Egypt made to her by the Czar.
Wise or unwise, right or wrong, this refusal to come to
terms with Russia for the settlement of the Eastern Question
was fraught with momentous consequences. It may be
held immediately responsible for the Crimean War and
ultimately for the lasting antagonism between England and
Russia in the Near, Middle, and Far East.
The dispute as to the Holy Places was now virtually
settled to the tolerable satisfaction of both France and
Russia; but the concessions of the Porte only encouraged
Russia to make more extensive demands. Under threat of
war the Sultan > was suddenly required to grant Russia a
formal protectorate over all his Christian subjects. On the
advice of Lord Stratford de Reddiffe the Porte refused, and
in June 1853 the Russians occupied Moldavia and Walla-
chia. In October the Sultan declared war, and at the end of
November the Russian fleet destroyed the Turkish fleet off
Sinope.
England and France were watching the conduct of Russia
with rising indignation. After the * Massacre of Sinope *
THE CRIMEAN their allied fleets were sent into the Black Sea,
WAR               and, despite the efforts of diplomacy to avert
it, war was declared (27 March 1854).
By the time the Anglo-French army, under Lord Raglan
and St. Arnand, reached Varna the Russians had evacuated
the Principalities. The allied army was then sexrt to the